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CHAIRMAN’S 
INITIALS

DARTFORD BOROUGH COUNCIL

LICENSING SUB-COMMITTEE

MINUTES of the meeting of the Licensing Sub-Committee held on Wednesday 6 
December 2017 at 10.00 am

PRESENT: Councillor A Bardoe
Councillor J Burrell
Councillor D E Hunnisett

Also Present:

 

Ms S Cotton (Solicitor), Ms J Philpott (Licensing Manager), Ms C 
Hillman (Licensing Officer), Mr M Salisbury (Enforcement & 
Regulatory Services Manager), Mr N Murphy (Committee Co-
ordinator); Mr A Mumtaz, Mr E Keira and Mr J Semaan (all Dominoes 
Pizzas), Councillor C McLean (Ward Cllr. for Newtown)  

1. ELECTION OF CHAIRMAN 

Councillor Bardoe was proposed, seconded and duly elected Chairman of the 
meeting.

2. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 

There were no apologies for absence.

3. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 

There were no declarations of interests.

4. URGENT ITEMS 

There were no urgent items for the Sub Committee to consider.

5. RULES OF PROCEDURE 

The Chairman introduced Members present and called upon others present to 
identify themselves.  He then explained to the parties that the Sub-Committee 
intended to follow the procedure detailed in the Licensing Sub-Committee 
Rules of Procedure, circulated as item 5 on the agenda.

6. APPLICATION BY NAAZ LIMITED FOR A NEW PREMISES LICENCE FOR 
A DOMINO'S PIZZA STORE AT 62 LONDON ROAD, STONE, DARTFORD, 
KENT.  DA2 6AN 

The Sub Committee received a report from Ms Philpott the Licensing Manager 
setting out the details of an application for a new premises licence under 
section 34 of the 2003 Licensing Act.

The Application proposed the provision of late night refreshment in the form of 
a pizza delivery service and retail outlet.  The following hours of operation 
were proposed, 
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 for pizza delivery and take away sales from 11.00pm until 1.00am 
 and the delivery of food only until 3.00am, 

from Monday to Sunday.

Ms Philpott explained that the Applicant had been inadvertently operating 
unlicensed for several years but had ceased when this was discovered, and 
had applied for a licence immediately. 

Ms Philpott informed the Sub Committee that a number of conditions for 
inclusion in any Licence had been agreed between the Police and the 
Applicant in relation to the Licensing objective “Crime and Disorder” and that 
other Responsible Authorities had not commented on the Application.

However it was further reported that local ward Councillors had registered 
concerns regarding the proposed operating hours and the “Prevention of 
Public Nuisance” objective of the licensing policy.

Accordingly the Chairman introduced Mr Mumtaz, Mr Keira and Mr Semaan 
and asked that they present their Application to the Sub Committee for 
consideration.

Mr Mumtaz made the following points

The Dominoes brand was a well - known franchised operation and the parent 
Company was very keen to maintain a solid reputation which supported local 
causes and offered the best possible service to its clientele.

Accordingly Dominoes would withdraw the franchise from any outlet where 
the reputation was damaged, thus it was in the interest of the franchisees to 
perform to a high standard, to keep the outlet clean and litter free, and provide 
the best customer experience possible.

Mr Mumtaz explained that the store had not received any complaints 
regarding litter or late night disturbance, during the period that it had been 
operating unlicensed, and also understood that no complaints had been made 
to the Responsible Authorities. 

Additionally Mr Keira provided statistics which demonstrated that the numbers 
of customers visiting the store after 11.00pm was quite small – less than 15% 
of their turnover. 

Mr Samaar informed the Sub Committee that Dominoes practiced a “good 
neighbour” approach to retailing, undertaking educational and charitable work, 
and retailed a top quality product.  He stressed that he had spent 18 years at 
this site and had, as far as he was aware, received no complaints relating to 
litter or anti - social behaviour.

He was critical of comments made by the objector as there appeared to be no 
solid evidence to support assertions of littering and the like.

Members asked the following questions:
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For how long were you operating extended hours unlicensed?

For about four years.

We understand that parking problems have occurred due to your customers, 
is this so?

We are aware that passing car trade has caused problems with pavement 
parking, but this is at a very low level.

The store attracts “walk in” trade from passers - by during late night periods, is 
it possible that they dispose of their box thoughtlessly some distance from the 
shop?

This could be so but we have evidence that.

Can you explain what business benefit you are obtaining with late - night 
opening if you are only generating low levels of trade?

We are providing a service to the public.  We are open for the delivery of food, 
and it is a service to be open for passing trade, and the like.  Additionally we 
do provide a lot of food for workers at the local hospital.

Can you say why you are happy to close at 1.00pm?

We would very much like to have 24 hour opening but are happy to accept 
these hours.

Following these questions, the Chairman invited the objector to address the 
sub Committee.

Councillor Calvin McLean informed the Sub Committee that he was 
representing the views of his fellow ward councillors for the area where the 
Dominoes outlet was sited.

He explained that he and other ward councillors had received objections from 
local residents relating to possible issues regarding litter and public nuisance.  
He felt that growth in business at the outlet could only lead in one direction 
and that it was the duty of the Sub Committee to protect the public from this.
He explained that a letter had been circulated to all traders in the area some 
time ago relating to existing litter issues, but that no response had been 
received.

Councillor McLean informed the Sub Committee that any extension in hours 
beyond 11.00pm would undoubtedly lead to increase in litter and that it was 
the Council’s duty to protect local residents from this.

Additionally he believed that growth in trade of the outlet would lead to 
increase in late night traffic and disturbance to local residents.
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Finally Councillor McLean explained that a mediation exercise had taken 
place, between objectors and applicants but that the Applicants were unwilling 
to amend the opening hours requested in the Application.

The Sub Committee asked the following questions:

Given the low numbers of prospective visitors to Dominoes in the later hours 
is it not possible that litter issues are caused earlier in the day, by earlier 
users?

That is possible.

Are there refuse bins close to the outlet well used?

They are and were introduced at the request of the shop management.

Do we have any firm evidence that litter deposits are caused by Dominoes 
users?

Obviously some litter is specific to the outlet branding, and this can be seen in 
the locale.

At the conclusion of the questions the Chairman invited the Objector and the 
Applicant to sum up their cases, and following their summaries the Members 
and the Clerk withdrew from the open meeting to consider the matter in 
private. 

On resumption of the proceedings in open session the Chairman stressed that 
the sub Committee had considered the submissions from all parties and had 
accorded weight to the to the comments of the Licensing Officer.

Accordingly, on the basis that this decision was appropriate to meet the aims 
of the licensing objectives it was

RESOLVED

1. That the License be granted to permit the following licensable 
activities and hours

a) Relevant licensable activities:

i. The provision of Late Night Refreshment;

b) Hours for the provision of Late Night Refreshment:

i. Monday to Sunday 23:00 – 03:00
ii. Take away service between 23:00 and 01:00 
iii. Delivery service until 03:00

c) Other times premises proposed to be open to the public: 

Monday to Sunday 11:00 – 01:00
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2. The License be issued subject to the conditions set out in the 
Report of the Licensing Officer

The meeting closed at 11.45 am

Councillor A Bardoe 
CHAIRMAN


